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FOR THE UNIVERSALAST MAGAZINE. 


PATEADELPHIA, APRIL 5; 1825. 


Messrs. Editors,—I send you Mr. Belsham’s Remarks 
on Dr. W. E. Channing’s attempt to delineate the 
character of Dr. Priestley, which may suit the lati- 
tude of Boston, and will, I have no doubt, be very ac- 
ceptable to many of your readers. A. K. 


**Dr.Channing’s own character is too correct to Admit 
for a moment tbe supposition of an intentional misrep- 
resentation of the character of Dr. Priestley: but J, 
who knew Dr. P. weil, will venture to assert that a 
more erroneous representation never existed. 

Dr. C. allows, what indeed none can deny, that “Dr. 


P. possessed eminent endowments, together with a dero- | 


tion to science and the cause of Christianily.” But he 
alleges, that *‘ the distinctive traits of his mind made 
him teo receptive of the spirit of his times, which was 
‘a spirit of innovation as well as of improvement.”’ 

If | understand the meaning of this obscure sentence, 
it is, that Dr, P. was constitutionally disposed to émrw- 
rate as well astoimprore. I can only reply from my 
personal knowledge of Dr. P., that he was at no time 
desirous of any tnnovations, moral, philosophical or 
political, which he did not regard as tmprorements.— 
The reluctauce which be discovered, to adopting the 
French theory ef chemistry, is a proof that he was not 
much disposed to innovation in philosophy ; nor is there 
any proof that be was an innovator upon other subjects. 

‘s Distinguished more by rapidity than profoundness 
of thought.’’—And yet, in the estimation of many who 
were equally competent to judge with Dr. W. E.C. 
lr. P. was as eminently distinguished for precision of 
thought, for comprehension of mind, for perspicuity of 
expression, and for force of reasoning upon subjects of 
the most ditficult and abstract nature, as he uvdoubt- 
edly was for quickness of apprehension and rapidity of 
composition. 

‘** Inclived,” says Dr. C., ** perhaps by his attach- 
ment to physical science, to confound the provinces of 
matter and mind.” How an attachment to the pur- 
suit of one species of knowledge can inclise a person 
to confound the object of it with something totally dif- 
ferent from it, is more than my humble intellect can 
‘omprehend. 

‘* Constitutionally deficient in moral enthusiasm and 







of truth, and because he was waded that | 
press of pure christianity was im vather | 
moted by the officious interference of thes 

That he was upon amicable te + . 
chemists, is true ;, because he was arduously engaged 
in the same philosophical pursuits. He knew they 
were. unbelievers; and they, to their great astonish- 
ment, discovered. that he wasa real, a zealous believ- 


n pro- 


jer in. the christian revelation : but this discovery did 


not interrupt their philosophical harmeny, nor produce 
any civil discord between them. 

Dr. C. charges Dr. P. with incorporating with his 
Unitarianism what he calls the chilling doctrines of 
the materialism of the soul, of the mechanical necessi- 
ty of human actions, and of the suspension of conscious- 
ness for ages after death. As to the doctrine of mate- 
rialism, it is plain that Dr, C, does not understand 
what Dr. P. meant by it. Ewill.only say, that Dr. P. 





| n0 more believed that solid, juert matter had the pow- 
| er of thinking, than Dr. C. himself. 

| With respect to the doctrine of Necessity, surely it 
‘is no proof tbat Dr. P. was a mam of cold moral consti- 
i tution to profess his belief of jit, when the celebrated 
President Edwards has written what Dr. P. always re- 
presented as the most able and unanswerable defence 
of it that ever was penned. And if any persons thiak 
that Dr. E. was a chilling writer, let thém read what 
he has written upon the eternity of hell torments. It 
would better become Dr. €: 49 answer the argument 


cates. 

Dr. P. like his friend Dr. Price, together with many 
thousands of Sincere believers in Christianity in Eng- 
land and elsewere, believed in the suspension of 
thought between death and the resurrection: and if 
Dr. C. does not believe it, let him explain what St. 
Paul means when he affirms, that “ if there be no re- 
surrection of the dead, all who have fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished.” It was no chilling lenet of an 
earth-born philosophy, but a regard to the plain lan- 
guage of inspired scripture, which induced Dr. P. and 
many others to maintain, that the reward of the righ- 





who are iu their graves shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God, and shall come forth.’’* 
| Ishall notice only one more allegation against the 


teous wil! be deferred to the awful period, ** when all | 
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e pro- | is au impostor. They who deny these facts, are ua- 


believers; they are no christians; they have no right 
to call themselves christians. To assuaie the name is 
base hypocrisy ; it is downright favehood. 1 do not 
i deny that unbelievers may be good mor men: bam 
far from judging of thetrfinal ‘state; L believe thatin 
some countries they may have powerful teasons for av- 
suming the name and profession of christians, when, 
in fact, they are notsoch, An Anti-supernaturalist ie, 
ipso facto, an unbde}iever in the chiristian revelation. —- 
He must regard the resurrection of Christ as a false- 
hood, ant the miracles ofthe gospel! asfables. T's as- 
sert that Dr. P, was an Anti-supernaturalist, is a pat- 
pable contradiction to all his professions, to all his 
writings, to the whole scope and tenor of his character ; 
if he were now living, he wouldegard it asthe great- 
est personal insult that could be offered him. 

What Dr. C. means by asserting that ** Dr. P. fram~- 
ed and propagated a system in many respects open to 
the charge of being cold and uninteresting,”’ he best 
knows, Let me tell him, that Dr. P. framed vo sys- 
tem of theology; if that be his meaning. Dr’ P. took 
his religion from the New Testament, and expressed 
it in the words of the New Testament. Dr. P:believ- 
ed that * there is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”’ He also be- 
lieved that ““as by man came death, by man came 
also the resurrection of the dead.” Aud, finally, he 
| believed that God will “judge the world in righte- 


for necessity; thati to abuse the doctrine and its advo~}eusness by that man whomte hath ordained, whereof 
he hath given assurance to all mea in that he hath 


raised him from the dead,” 
This may, for ought | know, be a very cold and un- 
interesting doctrine in the estimation of Dr. C., but it 


Lwee the doctrine of Dr, P., and is the doctrine of St. 
| Paul. 





| P.S. Dr. C. is pleased to represent thé Unitarians 
| of England as a political sect. This cuarge is too 'un- 
founded and too contemptible to need refutation. Dr. 
C. is a man of talent and of many good qualities, but 
| let me recommend to him a little more consideration 
and candor before he again publishes what, howéver 
unintentional, is nevertheless, in fact, false withess 
against his neighbor. It is understoo@ that Dr. C. de- 
rived his ideas of Dr. P. and of the English Unitarnians 
from Dr. Southey; which accounts for his gross quis- 





deep feeling.°—A very extraordinary assertion this| character of my venerated friend, and that is one, | conceptions of their opinions and character. It is even 
irom a gentleman who could not possibly know what which, had he been now living,would have excited his | said, that Dr. S. represented the English Unitariaus as 


Dr. P.’s constitution was! 
my own knowledge, to affirm, that Dr. P. was consti- 
tutionally a man of a yery ardent mind. He was ear- 


. { 
ly rewarked for the eagerness with which he sought 


after, for the zeal and fervor with which he embraced 
and for the courage with which he professed what ap- 
peared to him to be important truth. And indeed, 
what was it that drew upon him the hatred of men in 
power, and excited the violent persecution which 
obliged him ultimately to relinquish his country? Not 
his political tenets: not his approbation of the early 
principles and measures of the French Reformers, for 
in these he only coincided with Mr. Fox and the whigs 
of England. It was his zealous opposition to eccle- 


siastical tyranny; to all. Church Establishments, as 
such; and particularly to the established Church of 
England. And that, not as Dr. C. would have us be- 
lieve, because he was connected by political and lit- 
erary sympathies with the Revolutionists on the conti- 
nent, but because he was a sincere and zealous chris- 


I will take upon me, from | 


highest indignation, as a direct contradiction to the 
whole tenor of his life and writings. I will transcribe 
it in the words of the accuser himse!f:— 

“| think too that his literary connexions, his habits 
of physical research, and the spirit of the age, led him 
to believe that Christianity would be made moré cre- 
dible by excluding from it the supernatural as much as 


possible ; an opinion which probably swayed not a lit- | public advocate. 


tle his views of his favorite doctrines.” 

That any person should have the assurance to call 
themselves christians while they deny every thing su- | 
pernatural in the christian revelation, is truly aston- | 
ishing. Revelation is itself supernatural communica- | 
tion, or it is nothing. » Christ rose from the dead, or he | 











* Here. I apprehend, that not only Dr. P., but et 
his adyocate as wellas bis accuser, are ail involved in 
one common error in regard to the true application of 
Scripture. Ifthe dead who heard the voice of Jesus 
were not literally, but only orally dead, why should 
aby one suppose that by (fo.s mnemetois) ihe tombs, | 





tian; becausé he was a believer in the omnipotence 





he meant literal tombs? John v. 25~—29. A. KX. 


being generally, if not universally, Snti-supernatural- 
ists : than which nothing can be more erroneous, uct 
to say calumnious, on the part of a man who ought to 
be better informed, and from whose rank and charac- 
ter more candor might be expected. The fact is, that 
Anti-supernaturalism never prevailed in England.-- 
The theory is so absurd, that it never yet met with a 
I never knew but two individua!s 
who professed it. One was a clergyman of ile eslab- 
lished church, lately deceased; the other is a geutle- 
man distinguisbed by an attachinent to paradox.” 

Essex-Street, Nov. 6, 1824. 

From the Mo. Repository of Mor. 1621. 
D> . 

UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY AT PROVIDENCE. 

A meetivg of the First Universalist Society in this 
town, (Providenee) was held oo Weduesday last (25th 
ult.) whea they wuanimously voted to rebuild the 
Chapel, whic was destroyed by five ga Taesday moru- 
ing. Subscviptions for that purpose are now cpeued. 

Chr. Telescope. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSANIST MAGAZINE: 


RESPECTING SYSTEM. 





One who adheres to orthodoxy has reviewed the; care how manifest to each other their respective difli- 
Rev. Mr. Colman’s sermon, which was delivered at: 
the opening of the new Unifarian Meeting in Salem.— 
‘The teviewer has fixed his attextion on the following | 
sentence in the sermon, which he endeavors to repre- ‘er and influence of the clergy 


rent to no small disadvantage. 
ion. Jesus preached no such system. To the inquiries 
ef the young ruler, as to the qualifications requisite for 
cterual life. the answer of Jesus implied not what he 
must believe, but what he must do.’ In his attack 
the reviewer endeavors to represent that Mr. Colman’s 
statement above, means that Jesus did.not.mean to 
terch people to believe any thing, not so much as to 
beltevethat they should obey the commandments of God. 
Pet itis very hard to believe that any unprejudiced 

‘nd can enppose that Mr. Colman meant any such 
txtremity, or that his words imply such an extrava- 
gantidea. 


seems that for want of a provocation he has been at 


As it respects the reviewer, therefore, it 
ihe expense of inventing one himself; and truly the 
expense is not very trifling, for whoever endeavors to 
overthrow an argument by misrepresenting it, does 
thereby acknowledge that in his opinion the argument 
is tenable. 

The writer of this has no disposition to enter into the 
merits of the argument bétween the unitarian and his 
opponent; let them pursue this work of contention un- 
interruptedly, the cause is theirowr. They may sow 
their fields aud reap their harvests, yea and enjoy all 
the fruits of their labors without intermeddling with 
the interests of that ever blessed inheritance which is 
incorruptitle, undefiled and Which fadeth not away. 
But the nature of their contention and the peculiar 
course in which their wisdom has directed it seem to 
suggest two questions which we may, as spectators, 
Ist. Why sbould the orthodox 
strive so earnestly to drive the unitarians to the ac- 


profit by examining. 


knowledgement of some particular system of doctrine ? 
And, 2d. Why do the unitarians exert all their learn- 
ing and powers of invention and evasion to keep them- 
selves fairly in countenance without the confession of a 
sysiem? 

These questions are proper subjects for those to ex- 
plain whom they concern; but it would no doubt, in 





‘and then there will be.an end to all this magical pow 


** Nor is the establish- 
ment of any particular system of faith the end of relig- | 


/highly figurative portion of scripture, the book of Rev- 





their opinion at least, endanger their policy so to do.— 
Therefore, as we cannot expect them to gratify us with 


make our own conjectures. 
Ist. Why do the ortho’ox endeavor to drive the uni- 


tarians to the confession ef asystem? Answer, be-' 


cause their own, in room of being a bulwark for their | to examine candidly,— what is the scriptural meaning | '" the mu 


security, in fact, furnishes their adversaries their prin- | 
ciple means of annoying them. They therefore desire | 
the unitarians to frame a system, believing that it | 
would be as defective as is their own, and that it | 
would furnish them with suitable weapons by which | 
they could discomfit the unitarians as much as they | 
are row discomfitted by them. | 


Another reason why the orthodox desire to induce | 


their adversaries to frame a system of doctrine is, they 


are satisfied that if this were attempted, it would di- 


vide them at onee,and greatly weaken their strengtb& 
render them, thereby, more assailable, Another reason 
is. the orthodox want some adequate occasion for a dis- 
continuance of the outward signs of fellowship, as in- 
ternally they feel no desire to hold communion with 
their unitarian brethren. But, 


2d. Why do the unitarians so cautiously avoid any 
Answer; for the same 
reasons, above mentioned, which induce the orthodox 


ihing that looks like system ? 


| of the Godhead. 


| from him which is, and which was, and which is to 
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to désire that they should®betome exposed by the 
avowal ofa system. They very wel! know what each 


other's motives are; nor on their own account do they 


What they are afraid 





culties and weaknesses appear. 
ofiis, that the public will also comprehend the whoir, 


. by which the people 
have been 80 long governed, and under which so much 
mental slavery has been endured. 

If to this conélusion it be plead in objection, that 
the unitatians would not so earestly contend for liber- 
ality if they desired takeep the people in mental bon 
bage, we say in reply, that this is the only policy 
which they believe can succeed in quieting the peo- 
ple, and in persuading them that they enjoy their lib- 
erty, when in fact they are in bondage. 

ifafter all these suggestions are not correct, and if 
either the orthodox or the unitarians, or both will lend 
us any assistance in this case, we will acknowledge it 
with gratitude, and ¢@mmunicate it to our readers, 

H. B. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


LETTER XII. 


INQUIRY CONCERNING THE 
PHRASE; SPIRIT OF GOD. 
. (Continued from page 158.) 


ON THE PHRASE * SEVEN SPIRITS.” 





Sir,—In connexion with what has been said of the 
spirit, respecting our Lord Jesus Christ, it may be pro- | 
per to consider the phrase,—*‘ Seven Spirits.’ It is 
found Rev. i. 4, and iii. 1, and iv...andv.6. These 
are allthe places in the Bible where this expression 
occurs, and it deserves notice, that they are all ip that 


elation. 
the general character of the book in wi.: 

No person I presume ever understood by the ex- 
pression, ‘* seven spinits,”"* seven persons. If they did, 
and considered this expression as designating the third 
person in the trinity, we, instead of three, should have 
nine persons in the Godhead. 
fence of the doctrine of the trinity, have considered , 
the phrase, ‘* seven spirits,”? only another expression | 
for the ‘** holy spirit,’’. or what they call the third per- 
son of the trinity. This is the view generally taken of | 
it by all trinitarians. 


This is presymtive proof, that it partakes of | 


h it is found. 





Some writers, in de- | 


This is however rather asserted | 


> anal 
|than proved, nor can we perceive, why there should ,fes' axe 
candid answers to these questions, we are at liberty to be seven spirits in the third perzon, and not also seven | ** seven spirits, 
to .how. 


fathers and seven sons in the first and second persons | 
We have endeavored to lay aside | 
all system, and preconceived opinion about this, and | 


of the phrase, ** seven spirits?” We respectfully ask 
our trinitarian brethren, to give the following attempt 
at an illustration of ita candid examination, 

It is then said Rev. i. 4, ‘John to the seven churches 
which are in Asia: grace be unto you, and peace 


come ; and from the seven spirits which are before his 
throne.’ —Qn this text let it be noticed, that the sev- 
en spirits, are not said to be on the throne, but to be 
before the throne of God. If the expression seven spir- 
its, designate the third person in the Godhead, why is 
the first and second said to sit on the throne, yet the 
third to be only before it. Does not this intimate in- 
feriority ? It intimates the same inferiority, if we ex- 
plain it of the first or second, as well as of the third. 
It should seem then, that it does not mean any of the 
three persons, allowing the doctrine of the trinity to be 
true. 

In chap. iii. 1, it is said,—‘* And unto the angel of 


|**the seven spirits of God.” 


jand xv. 4. 





the church iu Sardis write, these things saith he that 





—. 


Sree ee a we ee 
hath the seven spirits of God, atid the seven stare.» 
On this passage the following things may be briefly i 
ticed. Ist. By God here is evidently meant the Fath- 
er. This, no trinitarian will desy, for hé is distin. 
guished by the name of God from the seven ¢ 
whom they consider the third, and from Jesus 
the second person who ** hath the seven Spirits of 
God.*? 2d. Notice, that what is called simply the 
** seven spirits,”’ 
spirits of God.” This suggests the idea of possession, 
or something belonging to God. The seven spirits, is 


pirits, 
Christ 


not the Father or God himself, but plainly expresses 
something similar to what is expressed in the phrases, 


‘* spirit of the Lord.” and * spirit of God,’ noticed in ae 


former letters. The principal, if not the only differ- 
ence is, the word seven is here used: ‘ spirit of God, 
seven spirits of God.” 
by this phrase, it is expressly declared in this passage, 
that Jesus Christ ‘hath the seven spirits of God.» 
fle is also said to have the seven stars, which aré éx- 
plained to be, the angels of the seven churches, chap. 
i. 12—20. To understand by the phrase, ‘seven 


| spirits,”’ the third person in the trinity, we mist he. 


lieve, that the second person hath the third, and that 


this third person belongs to the first, or is of him. But, . 


to assertain the meanirg of this expression, let os at- 
tend to the other texts in which it occurs. 

In chap. iv. 5, it is said, ** And out of the throne 
proceeded lightnings, and thunderings, and voices: 


and there were seven Jamps of fire burning before the - 


throne, which are the seven spirits of God.” ©n this 
text let it be observed, that the seven lamps of fire 
burning hefore the throne, are expressly said to he, 

In chap. i. 4, Jet ithe 
remembered, that we were there told, that the seren 
spirits were before the throne, which agrees ta this 
and confirms it. both 
texts is used, so that we are left without any ground 
to doubt, that the seven lamps of fire, and the seven 


Pesides, the number se..n in 


spirits refer to one and the same thing. If we can 
therefore assertain with certainty, what is precise!s 
the meaning of either of these expressions, We asser- 
tain the meaning of both. It will be allowed by ai), 
that the langnage in both cases is highly figurative or 
symbolical. As to the figure or symbol of a lamp, ora 
lamp of flre bu:ninzg, we would refer our readers for 
explanation to the following among other paseages, 
XXxVib. 23. iv. 20. Fzek. i. 13.— 

iv. Psal. cxxxii. 17. 1 Kings xi. 26, 
2 Chron. xxi. 7. 2 Sam. xxi. 17, and 
To avoid prolixity we pass over all cen- 


Exod. 2 Chron. 


Zech. chap. 
3. 


xxii. 29, 


sideration of these texts, which, if examined, would 


in the same meaning as that of the phrase, 
> What this is we shall now proceed 


In chap. v. 6, we have the following additional in- 


\formation respectirg this.—** And | beheld, and Io, 


ist of the throne and of the four beasts, and 
in the midst of the elders, stood a lamb as it had been 
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which “- 
the seven spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

It will be admitted, that by the lamb in this passage, 
t, who is in scripture calleda 


Jesvs Christ is meant, fed 
lamb, and the lamb of God. What deserves partic : 
horns, 


lar notice is, that he is here said to have ‘seven 
and “seven eyes,” and these are expressly said to 7 
“the seven spirits of God.” Notice, it is not the an 
en horns or the seven eyes separately taken, but Z 
together, wnich constitute the seven spirits of et 
This is obvious from the passage. If we can there . 
fairly make out the meaning of the symbolical tect. 
sions ** seven horus,” and ** seven eyes, be ver ol 
ly assertain what is meant by the seven epee a. 
Ist. What then does a horn in symbolical langt 7 
Be oat . T quote the following 
signify? In illustration of this T quote ertivaye, 
from Parkharst who was a rigid Trinitarian. + gl 
% horns are the well know emblems of streng at 
er, or glory, both in the -acred and prophane WM 


chap. i. 4, is here called, “the seven. 


Jd. What ever may be meant 
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and that not only because t 

ed Animals, whether for defence, consists in their 
horns (see Deut. xxxiii, 17, | Psalms xxii. 22, and xcii. 
11. Daniel, chap. viii.) but also because as horns are 
in Hebrews, expressed by the same work. See Exod. 
xxxiv. 29, 30, 35. Hab. iii. 4—we find that in the 
prophane as well as in the sacred writers (see Psalms 
xviii, 2, and Ixxy. 4, 5, 10, and Ixxxix. 17, 24, &c. 
&c.) horns are the very hieroglyphical name for force 
or power, and that horns or horned animals, such as 
bulls, goats, stags, &c. were supposed to bear a pecu- 
liar relation fo their Apollo, the sun or solar light, one 
of whose distingnishings titles was,—karneios, or car 
nean, from Heb. keren. In the New Testament it is 
applied to Christ, who is called Luke i. 69 a horn of 
salvation, i.e. a mighty and glorious Saviour. In Rev. 
v. 6, the lamb is represented as having seven horns, 
i. e. fulness of power, compare Mat. xxviii. 18. In 
ley. xii. 3, and xiii. 1, and xvii. 7, the ten horns are 
ten kings. Compare Rey. xvii. 12, 16. Dan. vii. 24. 
In Rey. xiii. 11, the two horns are two powers, wheth- 
er they denote the two distinct orders of secular and re- 
gular clergy in the Romish communion, accoiding to 
Bishop Newton; or of the Dominicans and Prancis- 
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he strength or forceof-horn- | sseven “eyes,” and also the “saver tints of God,” 


ate — De pol 








as 


which are the seven horns and ‘teven eyes, ‘This. 
when expressed in plain language simplyis,that,"*He is 
possessed of the sufficency or fulness of the power, and 
wisdom of God.” -No one we think can well doubt 
this, to be the sense intended by these symbéli¢al 
modes of speaking. J» persons familiar with stich 
_ Symbols, they conveyed the same or similar ideas, as 
| these words do us. But to us, who live in this part of 
the world, at such a distance of time, and whose ha- 
bits of thinking and modes of speaking are so very dif- 
ferent, it requires as much labof to understand such 
Symbols, asto acquire the original languagesby which 
they are transmitted to us. SufficientHas beel €aid 
to shew, what is meant by the phrase “seven spirits.” 
We shall now make a few remarks, in cobfirmation of 
the views advanced, in concluding this letter. 





><a 


203 






ey + 


the sufficiency or. fulness of the power and wisdom of 
| God, we see these displayed in every part of ttre crea- 
tion of God. ~The impress of his pawer and wisdom, 
are on all the works of his hands. But it pleased the 
Father that in Christ should all flness of power and 
winlom dwell. The holy spirit with: which he was 
anointed, Jike the oil on the head of Aaron, descends 
to the skirts of hisgarments. Of thé’filmess which he 
received all shall paftake, nor shall the ‘kingdom be 
delivered up to God the Father, until he shall bave 
subdued all things to himself, and:death the last ene- 
my be destroyed. For thé acconyplishment.of this he 
received his fulness of power and wisdom, and for this 
it shall be exercised until it is accomplished. It may 
possibly be objected to the above interpretation, —If 
hy the “seven spirits of God,” be not meant the third 
person of the trinity, bow could John wish grace and 





Ist. Although Prophets, Apostles, and others, are 
said to have the spirit of God, yet I do not find that 
any one except Jesus Christ, is ever said to have the 
seren spirits of God. They had the spirit, or a por- 
tion of the power and wisdom of God given them.— 
He had these without measure. Was it not in conse- 
quence of this, that it is said, Rev. chap. v. that no 





peace to the seven churches, from the “seven spirits?” 
_Ans. What impropriety could there be in wishing 


| erace and peace from the fulness of the power and 


wisdom of God? Must not these blessings come from 
‘this fulness on whomsoever bestowed ? But ifin Rev. 
'i. 4, the text alluded to, the word dnd be rendered 

even it will read thus—‘* grace be unto you, and peace 


cas according to Vitringa; whether by the /wo horns|man except himself could be found in heaven or in, from him which is, and which was, which’is to come ; 
be meant the two species of power, ecclesiastic and | earth, who was able to open the book aud to lose the’ even from the seven spirits,” or the fulness of the 


civil, claimed and exercised by the Pope individually, 
who pretends a relation to the lamb, Christ, but in 


seals thereof? 
2d. The interpretation which has been given of 


|power and wisdom of God. It was simply: praying, 
that these blessings might be imparted to them, from 


tyranny and cruelty resembles the dragon who gave the phrase “seven spirits,” is in perfect agreement. the fulness which is in Christ Jesus. 


his power and authority to Pagan Rome, verse 2.°— | 


Such were Mr. Parkhurst’s sentiments, shewing that a 
horn was the well known symbol or emblem of strength 
porver or glory. Other trinitarian writers might be 
quoted, stating for substance the same things/but we 
deem it altogether unnecessary. 

2d. What does an eye signify in figurative or sym- 
bolical language? Mr. Parkhurst shall answer the 
question. He says, ** the eyes of God denote his ez- 
«ct and intimate knowledge in general, Heb. iv. 13; 
and particularly his knowing ard allending to the con 
cerns of the righleous, 1 Peter iii. 12. That the eye, 


is nsed as a figure or symbol for knowledge or wisdom, | 


could be shewn from many passages of scripture. For 
example it is said, Prov. xv. 3, ** The eyes of the Lord 
are in every place, beholding the evil and the eood.”” 
What can be meant here but God's perfect wisdom or 
knowledge of all the children of men. Accordingly, 
it has almost become proverbial, to speak of ** God's 
omniscient eye,” thereby meauing his infinite know- 
ledge o all things. 

3d. What are we to understand by the term seren, 
as nsed in all those texts where the seven spirits are 
I have only to quote again what Mr. 
He says, seven, 


spoken of? 
Parkhurst has said on this subject. 
‘Sis the nnmber of sufficiency, or denotes a sufficient 
See Mat. xii. 45. Rev. i. 4, compare 1 
Sam. ii. 5. Prov. xxvi. 25. Jer. xv. 9. The radi- 
cal meaning of shebo in Hebrew is sufficiency, fulness, 


number, 


becanse it was in that day from the creation that the 
Lord, Gen. ii. 2, completed or finished all his work, or 
made it sufficient for the purpases to which it was de- 
signed.”? He adds,—‘*hence seven was both among 
believers and heathen, the number of sufficiency or 
completicn. On Rey. i. 4. See Vitringa.”’ 

Having attended to these explanations ef the words, 
hern, eye, and seven, we have only to put them to- 
gcther, to see what is meant by the phrase ‘‘seven 
spirits.” This is easily done, Horns then are the 
symbol for power, strength or glory: Fyes are the 
symbol for knowledge or wisdom ; and the term seven, 
denotes sufficiency or fulness. The seven spirits are 


then the sufficiency or fulness of power and wisdom.— 


Does it mean, that he is possessed of the sufficiency or 
fulness of the power and wisdom of God? Well, it is 
said, ‘'at. xxviii. 18, by Christ, “ all power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth.” And John, Rev. 
xix. 16 says, ** He is King of kings and Lord of lords.” 
And Paul declares, that in him “ are hid all the treas- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge.’ Yea, that in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, Col. 
ii. 3, &c. These are but a mere specimen of what 
the scriptures say of bim, and im accordance with the 
views we have advanced. ; 

3d. In the following texts, where the praises of God 
and of Christ aré celebrated, it is somewhat remarka- 
ble, that the things enumerated are limited to seven 
in number, which accords with the phrase * seven 
spirit.” Thus in Rev. vii. 12, it is said, —**blessing,— 
and glory,—and wisdom,—and thanksgiving,—and 
honer,—and power,—and might be unto our God for 


ever and ever.”’ 
[Christ it is said,—‘* worthy is the Lamb that was 
‘slain, to receive power,—and riches,—and wisdom,— 
and strength,—and honor,—and glory,—and blessing.” 
Iu no Other part of scripture, except the book of Reve- 
lation, is this precise enumeration made that I recol- 
‘lect at present. To notice this, perhaps may be 
deemed fanciful by some: But | merely notice it asa 
curious coincidence, and it may ‘pass for just what it is 
What is of more importance to be noticed in 





worth 


. ithese two texts is, that the same or similar praises, 
and the number seren was denominated from the root, | he ’ 


are given to Christ as are asscribed to God. And why 
is thisdone? Not I conceive because he is a second 
coequal person in the trinity as some affirm, but be- 
cause it is he who hath the seven spirits of God, or 
the sufficiency or fulness of the power and wis- 


with what is said of Christ in other parts of scripture. 


Again, chap. v. 12, speaking of | 


To conclude. If we have given a just and scrip- 
, tural interpretation of the expression ‘seven spirits,” 
|it is very evident, that our trinitarian friends are mis- 
taken in alleging, that it refers to the third person in 
\the trinity. If mistaken in this, we request them to 
| examine, if they may not be also mistaken, in found- 
ing this doctrine on other parts of scripture. We 
think it has been shewn, that spirit, spirit of God, 
spirit of the Lord, nor even the seven spirits. of God-do 
not refer to a third coequal person in the Godhead. 

Tam yours, . Migros. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


A SOLICITATION. 


The clergy, who are constantly endeavoring to a- 
_larm the fears of the people with terrific descriptions 
|of what they call the day of judgment, are most sin- 
cerely solicited to furnish the public with a concise, 
but clear statement of the scripture proof that such a 
judgment is in fact the subject of divine revelation, 
There are many particulars which might be urged in 
justifying this undertaking. A preacher appears to a 
great disadvantage to his auditor when he exerts his 
pulpit powers to set forth a certain something in which 
the hearer has no belief; and when such exertions are 
carried to a considerable extent, it is apt to produce 
disgust if not contempt. If it be really necessary to 
alarm our fears in regard to this judgment, if by such 
alarm true religion and genuine piety are to be induc- 
ed and promoted, then is it most evident that the 
proofs of the reality of this judgment should beso clear- 
ly set forth, that the most moderate capacity may ane) 
derstand and be assured of its reality. There are, 








tom of God. All this was given te him, that all ' perhaps, not a few, sincere believers in the christian 





should honor the Son, even as they honor the scriptures and dispensation, ‘who do not believe in the 
Father, and this to the glory of God the Father.— ,common doctrine of a day of judgment, and it is very 
4s this sufficiency or fulness of power and wisdom | certain that this class of believers is daily growing 
dwelt in him, or abode upon him, the same sufficiency | more numerous. If therefore, ‘the fearsabd-alarms 
or fulness of praise should be rendered to him. If) whieh the clergy endeavor to‘excite by their *repre- 


men to whom the word of God, orto whom the power 
and wisdom of God were given by measure, were cal- 
led Gods, how much more him to whom the spirit was 





It has been noticed above, that the seven spirits, are 


given without measure, and in whom dwelt all the 
fulness of God! 





of Ged,” which will then 


wis- 


called the ‘+ seven spirits 
mean the sufficiency or fulness of the power — J 
dom of God. Let it now be recollected, that it is Je-| 


sus Christ, who is said to have 


‘6 seven horns”’ and | 


4th. In Rev. v. 6, quoted above,—“‘the seven spirits 
of God,” are said to be ‘sent forth into all the earth.” 
If the seven spirits of God mean, as explained above, 





sentations of this day of judgment, are really Wecesan- 
ry for the support of religion, and to gissuadeimen from 
the-commission of crimes, surely st anust appear rea- 
sonable that people should be made" acquainted with 
the evidences by which this day of judgment is set 
forth in the scriptures. 

Although even now there are many who take this 
subject for granted, as they do many others which are 
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believed only because tradition has established them. 
Yet it'is a fact that ‘the great wiass of society is mov- 
ing forward in tle 'parsuit of knowledge, and‘a ‘laudi- 


‘ble detérmination not to believe things without proof | 


‘is ‘mote generally manifested than formerly. The 
clergy ought'to endeavor to lead in the path of wisdom. 
and understancinz, for if they do not they must meet 
‘with the miortifieation of being left behind by the peo- 
ple, who libérally pay them for holding forth mere su- 
‘perstitions and dogmas, which are becoming as stale 
andes incredible as the former fables of witchcraft. 
The solicitor, who makes this request, takes the lib- 
erty to suggest, that whoever attempts to favor him 
with the evidences and proof which are here asked for, 
is requested not to suppose that an assemblage of scrip- 





‘ire passages, éuch as are constantly quoted by preach- 
ers to set forth the day of judgment, will be accepted | 
as proof in this case, unless it be shown that such 
scriptures necessarily apply to such an event or sub- 
ject. And that no mistake may be made, let it be 
distinctly understood, that the proof which is waitited | 
in’ this case, is not simply, that God will bring his | 
moral creatures to judgment, but that he will, in a fu- 
ture state, bring all mankind to judgment at the same 
time, and then judge them all according to their works 
in this mortal state, and reward them forever accord- 
ing to the same rule. This is the doctrine which the 
clergy perpetually hold up, and this is what they are 
called on to prove. 

One suggestion more. If this request is not duly at- 
tended to, no person will be considered as uncharita- 
ble if he doubts the sincerity of the clergy who en- 
Aeavor to alarm people withthe terrors of what they 
call the day of judgment. H. B. 








EARTHQUAKE AT ALGIERS. | 

A letter from Algiers, March 7, gives a melancholy | 
pictare of the effects of an earthquake, with which that } 
city and its neighborhood were visited on the 2d of} 
March. The following is an extract. 


Ou Wednesday 2¢ inst. this city and neighborhood | 
were visited with a tremendous earthquake which con- | 
tinued at intervals for the five following days. It has 
thrown down several houses, and injured many others ; 
and has totally destroyed the town of Belida, one 
day’s journey from this, burying in its ruins nearly all | 
the inhabitants. Out of a population of 15,000 souls, | 
chiefly Moors, Jews and Arabs, about 300 only have 
been saved, and those in a sadly mutilated state.— 
The first two shocks which occurred were at 2 minutes, 
and at 42 minutes after 10 A. M. were extremely vio- 
lent, and the motion both circular and perpendicular. | 
On the same evening two more shocks occurred—on 
Thursday evening, three—on Friday, two—-on Satur- 
day, two—and on Sunday, between the hours of | and 
3 A. M. two more, which, it is to be hoped, may prove 
the last. To-morrow, | purpose going to visit the ru- 
ins of that ill fated town, where I am told a horrible 
.scene of devastation presents itself: 7,000 dead bodies 
have been already dug out. In one spot, supposed to 
be a Jewish seminary, the bodies of 280 children were 
found, and a vast number of persons in the ruins of the 
mosque, where the people had congregated, the earth- 
quake having occurred at the hour of prayer, (10 
o’clock.) In the immediate neighborhood of the town, 
the earth has opened in large interstices of from eight 
to ten feet wide, and as many deep ; and it is worthy 
of remark, that the same phenomenon which generally 
precedes the eruptions of Etna and Vesuvius, occurred 
at Belida—namely, all the wells and fountains in the 
neighborhood became perfectly dry. The troops which 
the government sent out to prevent plunder have been 
attacked by vast hordes of the Cobails, and have thus 
added to the work of death. The Cobails are ofa 
race totally distinct from the Turks, Moors, or Arabs: 
they are the descendants of the ancient Numilians, and 
inhabit the mountains of th:s part of Africa, are per- 
fectly independent, and have never been subdued by 
the Turks. As an act of grace, the Dey has manu- 
mitted all the slaves, and has ordered a public thanks- 

giving for the salvation of this city. God knows 
“whether we are to experience any more of these hor- 
rible visitations. There is every appearance to the 
contrary, if tHe weather be any indication. We were 
afraid even of going to our beds, and spent the great- 
est part of our time on the roof of the house, which is 
a perfect flat, and there we were safe so far as regard- 
ed any thing from above, and, had the house given 
way, we should have stood a chance of being upper- 
most on the ruins. ‘Phere is one circumstance which 
] have omi(ted to mention, that an excellent barome- 
ter I have, kept gradually falling for some days before | 
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the earthquake, whilst the weather indicated no 
change whatever, otherwise than that on the day it 
happened my thermometer rose suddenly from 58 to 
62. 1-2 degrees, which is a very extraordinary occur- 
rence. 


The scenes above described? are appalling enough, 
without exaggeration; we know not that the descrip- 
tion is too highly colored; but still we apprehend that 
the numbor of persogs destroyed at Belida is overrated. 
It is incredible that the 300 which were saved ina 
mutilated state, should have been able, even with the 
assistance that might have been afforded from other 
places; to dig out ef the ruins, 7000 persons in the time 
which elapsed between the occurrence of the calami- 
ty and the date of the letter.—. EF. Galaxy. 


_—— TT 








From the Washington, N. C, Recorder. 


THE BIBLE OF NATURE. 
BY W. Ss. ELLENWOOD. 


Who's he, that thus his aching sight 
Strains o’er the letter’d page, 
To fix the bounds of wrong and right, 
To gather every ray of light, 
Dispens’d by seers and sages bright 
To each admiring age? 
Who’s he, that, cloth’d in priestly dress, 
And lifted o’er the crowd, 
Expounds th’ ErernAv’s terms of grace, 
Declares the doom of all his race, 
And fills the sacred temple's space 
With declamation loud ? 
Go, bring these grave professors forth ; 
Bid them their books Jay by! 
Show them their tabor’d system's dearth ; 
Teach them the far superior worth 
Of lessons spread abroad in earth, 
And scatter’d through the sky ' 
IL love the altars of the Lorp ;: 
My soul would worship there! 
The comforts of his wRirTEN Worp 
[ feel that they may deem absurd, 
And only they, who ne’er have err’d ; 
And such ov earth are—where? 
But there’s another Book: to me 
Most ampk, clear, and bright ; 
*Tis always open, always free ; 
Who’er has eyes its sense must see ; 
All read alike, and allagree ; 
It needs not faith, but sight! 
In NATURE’s Bist¥, not a line 
By mystery is perplext ; 
No theologian’s genius fine 
Can beautify the grand design ; 
No critic mar the page divine, 
Or twist the sacred text. 
Do they, Creation’s works who view, 
And whilst they view adore, 
Hold different creeds? Does each pursue 
His own fond whims, or false or true? 
No. Nature’s sectaries are few, 
Aud uever will be more! 
But what does Nature teach? you cry ; 
What doctrines does she prove ? 
That God ’s all-potent ; I reply ; 
All-wise ; unseen; and cannot die; 
An ompipresent Deity, 
Whose character is Love. 
His power! throughout unmeasur’d space, 
Where operates it not ? 
His wispom ! plain in every place ! 
His PRESENCE! felt; though seen no trace 
Material of hjs awful face ;* 
His GoopNEss passes thought ! 
In Nature’s book were truths no more, 
These would suffice for me ; 
But there is Still a copious store ; 
Unbounded is Creation’s lore : 
I pause, to wonder and adore, 
At every thing I see ! 
What Skill appears in ev’ry flower, 
Its form, its hues, its smell ! 
In Earthquakes, what tremendous Power ! 
What Bounty in the summer shower ! 
What Presence in devotion’s hour, 
Speak, ye who best can tell ! 
Can he, who lifts his ardent gaze 
Up tothe stars’ abode, 
Pass heedless on, without amaze ? 


* Exodus xxxiii. 20. 
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* Psalm xix. | to 4. 






Can he the Sun’s meridian blaze 
Behold, unmov’d ; then'go his ways, 
And doubt there is a Gon 2*. 
The insect’s wing; th’ unfathom’d, maia; 
The smallest blade that grows; 
The whirlwind, roarivg oer the plain ; 
The humble sparrow’s lowliest strain ; 
All; grand, or mean; or vast, or vain ; 
His clear existence shows, 
Nor less has Nature’s Volume taught 
Of principles within ; 1 “a 
Whence came the wond’rous POWER OF TROVGRT ° 
Was it, by chance, from nothing brought ° 
And will it sink again to nought, 
As though it ne’er had been? 
And do the wise for this contend ? 
How can a spirit die? 
Does soul on body so depend, 
That they must both together end? 
If so, we need not apprehend | 
The mind’s destruction nigh. 
Grant me as long will live the soul 
As body shall endure, 
Whilst ages still on ages roll, 
I shall not yield to death’s controll; 
Matter its form.may change—-the whole 
Of being is secure. 


Can thought ignobly droop and fall, 
So like what God must be ; 
Whilst dall unconscious matter shal! 
Survive, in triumph, on the ball, 
And change, and change, nor wastes at all, 
Through vast eternity ! 
Behold, how Winter o’er the year 
Wide ruin seems to.spread ; 
Unnumber’d plants in death appear 
Whose fallen forms the Spring shall rear ; 
Nature’s analogies are clear, 
She knows no creature dead !t 
Would I, to fix my faith, demand 
That friends departed rise ? 
From the freed Spirit’s unknown land, 
They come! before my face they stand ! 
I see them not nor hear; my hand 
To feel them vainly tries! 
If Reason, Instinct, Nature fail 
The precious truth to find ; 
No ghost, from death’s dominions, pale, 
No martyr’s oath, no angel’s tale, 
No voice from heav’n would e’er avail, 
To prove immortal, Minn. 


O Nature! let thy Book sublime 
To me be open’d wide; 

Thy precepts reach to every clime, 

They grasp eternity and time, 

And hoary age, and youthful prime, 
May in their truth confide. 

Their rise to thee th” affection owe ; 
By thee the passions move ; 
Thou bidd’st the tides of feeling flow, 
The heart to warm—the soul to glow ; 
And, taught of thee, the joys we know 

Of sympathy and love. 
All beauty, order, matchless skill, 
All moral worth is thine ; 
The vast of space thy splendors fill ; 
Bright worlds above obey thy will; 
And, as they roll, demonstrate still, 
Intelligence Divine. 
Great Nature’s Bin.e stands the same, 
Unchanged from age to age ; 
Immaculate from Gep it came ; 
No rabbi's gloss, no pontiff’s name, 
No crude conceit, that man might frame, 
Pollutes the perfect page. 
To him, who reads with judging eyes, 
And studies, as he should, 
Philosophy brings lorge supplies; _ 
His mind improves ; his pleasure rise ; 
He cannot but be great and wise, 
He cannot but be good. 
Nor will his march of mind be done, 
When this brief life is o’er ; 
The immortal! race not seon is run ; 

Not soon perfection’s prize is won; 
There are in space more worlds than one; 
And souts were form’d to soaR! 

t St. Luke xx. 36. 





(<7"Brother Hosra Bat.ou of Boston will, by leave 
of divine Providence, preach at Atkinson, 
the 4th Sabbath in the present month. 


N. H. en 








